THE ACADEMY WELCOMES TWO SPECIAL GUESTS

Fr. Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R., well
known by Catholics around the world as a faithful

and dynamic preacher, visited the Academy in
November. He is the founder of the Franciscan
Friars of the Renewal which now has over 135

friars and 30 sisters. He has reached millions of

Catholics around the world through his many

books, speaking engagements and popular

programs on EWTN. It was an honor and joy to

have him with us in person, and an especially grace-

- filled moment when he celebrated Mass with us! Always a delightful speaker, he used the
opportunity of the homily to remind us of the beauty of God’s plan for each of us and to trust fully
in Him. Father described his experience of clinical death in a 2004 traffic accident. The prayers of
tens of thousands from around the world were the catalyst for a miracle, and he personally thanked
the many in attendance at the Academy for their prayers during that tragedy. Although he has

difficulty moving about, his humor, faith, and wisdom are always evident and a delight!
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Happy 2010! We wish you and
your loved ones a wonderful new In this issue:
year! We also want to take this Focus on Academic Excellence
time to give you an update on First Play 3
activities at the Donahue Academy First Girls' BasBetbal
during the second quarter.
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A VISIT FROM THE BISHOP OF FATIMA

Our Blessed Mother gave usa  his vocation story to grades 9- of the Mass in Latin, the

second amazing gift in 12. Although speaking little universal language of the
providing for a visit by English, with the help of his Church. The students, who now
Bishop Serafim of Fatima. interpreter and his infectious joy ~ celebrate the Mass in Latin on
What an amazing man and he touched us all. Especially Wednesdays, were able to fully
beloved son of Mary! The beautiful was the opportunity participate and even surprised
bishop spent the better part of  for us to share the Holy Sacrifice  the Bishop with a little song in
the day with us. His his native Portuguese! In
non-stop energy . : this school dedicated to
and playfulness our Lady and with a deep

were amazing. He : L devotion to Fatima, how

—CHRISTUM NOVISSE

was seen sitting on Va3 " ~ > ' blessed we were to have
the floor singing . f Saw i A the Bishop of Fatima come
with the K-4; S v : ‘ ‘ to celebrate with us and
playing basketball : ¢ . : bring us Jesus in word,

on the playground : , example, and Sacrament!
with grades 5-7 and

laughing and telling
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http://www.franciscanfriars.com/
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FOCUS

ON ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

In the last quarterly report we pre-
sented our new school seal which
encapsulates our mission. This issue
we focus more on our Mission.
The Rhodora J. Donahue Academy
is striving to create a culture of ex-
cellence where students encounter
Christ , and learn to see truths in
relation to each other, so that they
illuminate each other and reality,
thus leading to an appreciation for

the unity of all truth.

We do this by providing a classical
education in the Catholic tradition

which:

Exposes the students to Truth,

Beauty and Goodness.

[s structured and inte-

grated, not only in the trans-
mission of knowledge but also
in the integration and synthe-

sis of information.

Focuses on the acquisition of

knowledge through read-

Christum Novisse fi Virtutem Contendere

Encountering Christ and Pursuing
Excellence in All Things.

ing by focusing whenever possi-
ble on original texts and

classics.

Presents various academic disci-
plines in a sequence correspond-
ing to a pupil's developing
ability to think abstractly,
and in an age and developmen-

tally appropriate manner.

Studies not simply individual

academic disciplines, but also

specifically essential truths that
transcend the disciplines—
especially those truths emphasizing

human dignity and worth.

Develops a sense of wonder and

a love for learning.

Trains the mind in the tools of

learning using the Trivium:

. The Grammar Stage (Grades K-4)

which focuses on presenting infor-
mation, the broad acquisition of

facts and laying the foundation of
knowledge.

. The Logic Stage (Grades 5-8)

which focuses on organizing infor-
mation gathered in the Grammar
Stage, making connections and

learning to evaluate evidence.

3. The Rhetoric Stage (Grades 9-12)

which focuses on synthesizing and
learning to express increasingly

complex insights with eloquence.
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FIRST PLAY PREMIERS AT DONAHUE ACADEMY

This quarter saw to opening of

the first full—length drama at the

ingly talented performances,
wowed the audience. The stu-
Academy. Students from grades 2
-12 participated in Rebecca of Su
nybrook Famht. delightful story

was under the supervision of

dents even surprised themselves
at their capabilities when after
weeks of hard work, stress, and
preparation, it all finally came
Theatre Director Miss Krystalyn together. Playing before a live
Gates. The students played to a

packed house over at the AMU

and responsive audience brought
out the best in them. This was a

ballroom. Homey and creative set fine beginning to what promises

t hen t her e dodeagiatdramRpeogram!c ¢ a
Randal | out of |l vanhoe. 6

designs, combined with surpris-

0OANnd
Rowena

Annaelle Scanlan tips off in the Lady
Shamrocks® first

FIRST INTERSCHOLASTIC GIRLS SPORTS

BEGIN

Another historic first
occurred this past

quarter as the first

3

girls basketball team

took the court. Un-
der the direction of AMU volleyball
coach Mary Reed, and with the assis-
tance of parents and AMU women's
basketball team members, the Lady

Shamrocks have been working hard to

Second Quarter 2009-2010

build the first varsity girls sports team.
Their first game ever was a close loss,
but for a group with little previous ex-
perience in the sport, they performed
very well. They continue to practice
hard and are a welcome addition to our
growing list of school programs. Hap-
pily, the new athletic facility at AMU
should be open in time next year to re-

duce the load on our ever-booked gym,

and provide more opportunity for our
boys and girls teams to practice in-
doors. But in these early years, memo-
ries of outdoor practices at North park
or on the playground will be fondly
remembered as a sign of the type of
attitude and grit it takes to get new
programs started. The Donahue Acad-
emy is a resilient group of optimistic

and plucky pioneers!
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN SECURES ADDITIONAL
DONATIONS- BUT NEEDS YOUR HELP!

This past quarter another $50,000 was raised bringing us a quarter of the way to
our $1.1 million upstairs build-out goal. We are truly blessed! We would like to
begin construction as soon as possible and are

looking for more help today!! We continue

to storm heaven with our daily prayers for

more donors. Might the Holy Spirit be

prompting you to assist us in a small or large

way? Please consider a gift today. In addi-

tion, if you know of someone who might like

to receive these quarterly reports or who
Can You Put Us In Contact With

might also appreciate the opportunity to
& PP PP Y Someone to Assist Us?

join in the work of the Donahue Academy,

please forward their name on to us.

DONAHUE ACADEMY CHOIRS PERFORM
TO THE DELIGHT OF MANY

Our choirs used the Christmas season to
showcase their talents. Under the
direction of Mrs. Dittus (K-4) and Miss
Nolan (5-12), they performed as part of
the “Festival of Lights” in early
December. Bands and choirs from
throughout the area were invited to this
evening of music and celebration in front

of the Oratory and around the town

center. Every one of our nearly 200
students participated in the event. While

every division performed well, the high

school boys were the surprise of the
evening with a delightful and robust
presentation of God Rest Ye Merry

Gentlemen.

A subset of the choir also made a
caroling visit to the home of Jack and
Rhodora Donahue later in the month
as a small gesture of thanks for the
support of this wonderful couple. The
children enjoyed the chance to share
their talents, and the Donahues were

gracious as always sharing goodie bags

with the kids.
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