
The Rhodora J. Donahue academy is proud to announce it has earned 

accreditation from the National Association of Private Catholic and 

Independent Schools!  Our spring visit, the culmination of more than a year of work and reflection, 

was conducted by  NAPCIS representatives Dr. Roberta Noonan of Illinois and Mrs. Denise 

Donohue (no relation) of Texas.  These veteran school officials reviewed all aspects of our school 

top to bottom, including our Self-Study, a reflective document compiled by the faculty and staff 

over the course of a year, in which we reviewed our strengths and weaknesses in all areas of school 

operations. The process has been a great benefit to our organization. As we continue to grow at a 

rapid pace, it is important that we remain self-reflective and self-critical. The NAPCIS process 

allowed for a particular focus on our Vision and Values. 

Our other accreditation efforts, at the state level, continue to move forward 

rapidly as well. We are in the midst of a two year process with the Association 

of Independent Schools of  Florida (AISF). We have hosted the first two of three 

visits. Their recent six member team visit provided a thorough review of all of 

our Practices, Policies, and Procedures, to ensure that we are performing our 

education efforts at the highest levels of educational excellence. We are grateful as well for the 

added opportunities of reflection provided by this agency and look forward to completing their 

cycle of accreditation in the shortest possible time. 

t H E  D o n a h u e  A c a d e m y  E a r n s  N a t i o n a l  

a c c r e d i t a t i o n ,  M o v e s  f o r w a r d  o n  S t a t e  

A c c r e d i t a t i o n   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ñ

C
h

r
i
s

t
u

m
 
N

o
v

i
s

s
e

 
 
 
V

i
r

t
u

t
e

m
 
c

o
n

t
e

n
d

e
r

e
ñ

 

  
  

 
T

h
e

 R
h

o
d

o
r
a

 R
e

p
o

rt
 

F
o

u
r
t
h

 
Q

u
a

r
t
e

R
 
2

0
0

9
-
2

0
1

0
 

The Donahue Academy had a 

great spring of witnessing for 

life! Once again, via Ave Maria 

Parishõs Youth group, more 

than forty RJDA students went 

to Washington, D.C. to join 

the national March for Life. 

They joined with AMU and the 

Ave Maria Law  school students 

to pray for life and confront the 

Culture of Death. Check out the 

slideshow on our website 

DonahueAcademy.org to see the 

event and our rousing support of 

Bishop Dewane who was 

present at the March as well. 

Closer to home, Each of our 9-

12 theology classes spent an 

hour in prayer on different days 

before the Naples Planned 

Parenthood offices as part of the 

40 Days for 

Life 

Campaign in 

March/April. 

Finally, the 7

-12 grades 

joined with 

Bishop 

Dewane in May outside of the 

Naples Planned Parenthood 

facility, and sang and prayed for 

increased respect for all life 

from conception to Natural 

Death. The Donahue Academy 

is Pro Life! 

 R J D A  i s  P r o u d l y  P r o - l i f e !  
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What a great third year!  

We wish you and your family a 

restful summer. We look forward 

to a fourth year full of growth 

and development. Classes 

resume August 16, 2010 
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More Sports Traditions 3  

Upstairs Construction Begins 4  

Spring Activities 4  



One student also pointed out, òNot 

only are we able to see  gaps and 

inconsistencies in much of what we 

encounter in our culture and in our 

study of various academic disciplines, 

but we care about those gaps and 

inconsistencies and want to 

try to fill or reconcile them.ó 

It is by òminding the gapsó 

that hunger for new 

knowledge is fostered and 

filled, that integrity is 

enhanced and that the Holy 

Sprit has room to move to increase 

our love for knowledge, our love for 

each other,  and our love for Jesus.  

Watch out, world, here comes the 

class of 2010! 

This Class was also the first to 

have to present their Senior 

Theses before a gathering of their 

friends, parents, and faculty in an 

evening presentation.  

 

Each senior not only had to give an 

oral presentation of his or her thesis, 

but defend it and fielded questions 

from the audience. Among the topics 

chosen by this yearõs class: 

òTrue Feminine Genius,ó òSuffering,ó 

òJust War,ó and òInfinity.ó  

They provided a great start to this 

tradition. 

In addition, they organized a senior 

banquet/Dance attended by the juniors 

and seniors and their parents, as well as 

faculty and staff. A great alternative to a 

traditional òProm,ó it allowed for a 

joyful community celebration of this 

class. 

Our rising junior class of fourteen is 

eager to  build on what the class of 2010 

has begun and lead the more than 200 

other school children coming behind 

along  the Donahue path to excellence! 

While we graduated three 

students in our first two 

years, in this our third year 

we graduated our first  

òSenior Class.ó These seven 

young men and women 

have led the way in our 

first few years in 

establishing traditions and 

providing an example to 

our younger classmen. 

During a òmission dayó we met with 

our seniors to get their reflections on 

their education at the Academy and 

the degree of success with which we 

had accomplished our mission to assist 

them in òEncountering Christ and 

Pursuing Excellence in All Things.ó 

Among the things they told us was 

that not only were they confident in 

their ability to pick up any book or 

explore any discipline with accuracy 

and rigor, but also that they had come 

to learn to approach the academic life 

with humility and vigor. They had 

become aware of how much there is 

to learn and how important it is to ask 

the right questions rather than just 

passively encountering facts and 

opinions.  
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Dance lessons were part of a co-ed 

gym class and helped pave the way for 

our first high school dance this past 

spring. 


